274      MY TRAVELS IN THE EAST
very neat and clean. There are many Indian
residents here, most of whom are engaged
in business.
After   two  days'   stay    I   left    the   town
on my cycle  in  the   morning    of    the   24th
February for Medan.   At  about
A             1 p. H.   I arrived at  a small
NIGHT IN       town where  I took   my lunch
A             and after   a  little  rest    there
DEEP FOREST continued my journey again.
The road was not metalled and
it was running through many high hills.
"With great difficulties I began to cycle on
and at dusk came before a deep forest. The
darkness was fast enveloping the forest. So
I began cycling in a high speed, but could
not cross the forest, because I was soon
overtaken by dark night and at every now
and then the stillness of the night began to
be disturbed by the roarings of the tigers
and other wild beasts. I was overwhelmed
with fright and so decided not to proceed
any further. As there was no time then to
turn back, I became ready for the inevitable
consequence. I selected a spot by a side of the
road and keeping my cycle and the bag
I collected some dry woods  and  leaves